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This issue of the Journal brings together a number of important articles on illness, crisis, and loss. This issue shines light on illness, crisis, and loss as central forces shaping our personal experiences, social life, and order. 

The articles all, in one way or another, draw on various disciplines relating to education, sociology, philosophy, and psychology to provide different perspectives on the interrelationships of illness, crisis, and loss, showing how they contribute to social change and how the meanings of illness, crisis, and loss are generated to serve social functions but used to make sense of personal narratives in contemporary society. 

Death, dying, and grief also takes us, as individuals, to a place that exists at the brink of the crisis of modern society. We are not in control; we do not understand; our sense of self; our relations with others; even the way we experience time are challenged. While our responses to death and dying would seem to be very personal and therefore individually determined, they are, in fact, greatly interwoven by the beliefs of society which seep into the fabric of our relations with ourselves and each other. 

From this, there are important lessons for policy, theory, and practice that all these articles raise. 

The first article is entitled “Parents’ views of their child’s death by suicide” by Donna Barnes, Denise Pazur, and David Lester. This powerful article explores the issue of child suicide. In a research study of 53 parents using mainly qualitative methodology, the authors question how parents need to know more information and clues of their child’s suicide and the implications for communicative practice. 

The second article is called “A new mourning: Synthesizing an interactive model of adaptive grieving dynamics” by C. D. Bagbey Darian. This evocative article analyzes the grief process. The author deconstructs traditional assumptions that grief is neither a linear process nor simplistic process. Instead, the author explores the concept of adaptive grieving and the analysis introduces to us to take into consideration a model that incorporates grieving dynamics and an interactive griever centered approach. 

The third article is called “The psychological impact of stillbirth on women: A systematic review” is authored by Louise Campbell-Jackson and Antje Horsch. The article is a systematic review exploring the psychological impact of stillbirth (from 20 weeks gestation) on mothers. The findings of the review by the authors reveal that stillbirth is a distressing experience that can result in high levels of psychological symptoms and they document the implications of this for protective factors and social support. 

The fourth article is entitled “Grief is absurd” by Ruchelle L. Owens. This innovative yet personal article utilizes the methodological and theoretical tool of auto-ethnography. Owens explores her journey through the sudden death of her brother. She probes the feelings, anxieties, and existential issues that impacted on her. Findings illustrate how auto-ethnography is an important process in unlocking narrative and grief experiences. 

In the Voices section, Irene Renzenbrink brings us two very significant pieces by Tony Gee and Jerri Lee Young. Gee provides a very reflective piece in how he managed his professional life in light of his daughter’s death in 2005. He provides many important lessons on bereavement through suicide and shares resources he has acquired to make sense of such loss over time. 

The second piece by Young utilizes poetry and performance to make sense of her mother’s strokes and consequent death. Young, like Gee, opens up a pathway that “personal experiences of grief and loss” provide important platforms for professional helping skills. Both give intimate narratives of their experiences and is compelling reading. In the book reviews, 

Dick Gilbert gives us an array of new and important books that are in the public domain that provide a rich tapestry of research on illness, crisis, and loss. 

We hope you find this multidisciplinary collection of articles to be extremely thought provoking and inspiring. 

Jason L. Powell Editor-in-Chief


